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KUMEU VETS – QUARTERY UPDATE 

                                          Summer 2010

Thin livestock - don’t get caught out!

Many of us have started seeing our livestock stop putting on condition, or worse, losing condition over the past few months. Whilst there are many diseases (e.g. woody tongue, parasites, lameness to name a few) which may be to blame, unfortunately due to the lack of rain this summer much of it is a direct cause of simply not enough good quality feed. Good pasture growth relies on warmth, sunlight and moisture, so reduce any one factor and you’ve got poor grass growth – not good leading into autumn and then winter when many of the cattle not only need to support their own nutritional needs (maintenance and growth in young stock) and in addition any pregnant stock needs to be able to support foetal growth and mammary development.  Sheep given a high plane of nutrition for one month leading up to mating have significantly higher twinning rates than those fed less well. The same ewes will then lactate better, their lambs have improved survival rates and achieve higher growth rates and the ewes come into heat faster and conceive faster = $$ gain and more grass leftover for everyone else. Here are some important tips for ensuring your property doesn’t get caught out:
· Don’t overstock: get stock off when they hit their target liveweight - though returns may not be great at the time, keeping them on farm is costing you in pasture younger stock could be eating/or saving for wintertime. 
· Regular drenching – internal worms significantly increase nutritional demands especially in growing stock. Don’t rely on waiting until the animal starts to scour – this is far too late. At this time of the year drench at 4 weekly intervals.
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· Supplementary feeding: Buy in hay, silage, balage or grains or grow your on brassica crops in advance for the lean months. Or consider off-wintering cattle

· Avoid grazing down too low - this hinders grass regrowth & also this is where facial eczema spores accumulate

· Consider fertilising pastures in the next spring season to improve grass growth next year
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Every summer we get an influx of cats and dogs driving their owners mad with their incessant itching. There are several causes for itchy skin:

· FLEAS
· ATOPY (inhaled allergic dermatitis)
· Mange mites
· Other ectoparasites (ticks, lice)
· Food & contact allergies
Fleas remain top of the list – accounting for 60% of skin allergies & exacerbate other skin conditions. Integrated control is needed: year-round insecticides on all pets in and around your home, regular vacuuming & possibly insecticidal fogging through your home if large infestations are present. Frontline, Advantage, Advocate and Revolution are all fantastic at killing fleas. Don’t be duped into buying flea collars, shampoo or flea powders. These products don’t control fleas effectively, hence we don’t even stock them.

Atopy (like asthma and hay-fever) is the 2nd most common cause of itchy skin (caused by pollens, dust mites…). Your pet inhales these allergens causing histamine release making your pet’s skin itch. The more they scratch the worse the itch gets. We can discuss what is best for you, your pet and your budget during the consultation.
NZ has two mange mites. Demodectic mange is an inherited disease and not contagious - Sarcoptic mange however is highly infectious & is often found in areas of poor hygiene and where there is a high dog density (pounds, kennels). It is easily treated.
Food allergies are uncommon and tend to be seasonal in contrast to atopy & flea-bite allergies. Both diagnosis and control is achieved by feeding a novel protein diet like Hills z/d or Eukanuba for 8-12 weeks.  Contact allergies are relatively commonly seen. Just as privet hedges drive asthma sufferers to despair, wandering jew is highly allergenic to dogs. Wherever possible eradicate this plant with sprays like Vigilant or glycophosphate.
As you can see there are many causes which make your pet scratch. Make an appointment with one of our vets to examine your pet, elucidate the cause of the itch and treat it effectively.
A quick note on scratching chooks...  
Red mites (pinpoint sized parasites that live by day in the coop and by night on the chook) can arrive in your flock from wild birds or transfer from bird to bird. Lice – like head lice on children, live and feed entirely on the bird causing itching, feather loss & may cause the bird to stop laying. They can survive a few days in the environment. Scaly leg mites – live under the scales on the feet and legs. Again they are spread by direct contact with other birds and can cause severe irritation. Treatment involves treating the chicken house (pyrethrin sprays like Permoxin & Ripcord into all cracks and crevices & fresh sawdust) & the chicken (spraying with fiprovet/frontline or using cattle drench pour-ons like eprinex). Check dose rates with us! Just beware these are all offlabel products, recommended egg withholding times are 10 days, meat 63 days (for commercial use).
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To all you stiff, sore older cats & dogs out there – can’t jump out of the car as easily as you used to? Tell your owner that Kumeu Vets has a promo on – free metacam trials with  an osteoarthritis consult, just give us a ring!








