[image: image1.jpg]


KUMEU VETS – QUARTERLY UPDATE 

Autumn 2010
As the seasons change and the weather becomes colder and wetter, the various dangers to our animals also change. This quarterly aims at keeping you one step ahead – so keep reading and always ring the clinic if you want a chat with any of our vets!

The first reminder is a quick note on 

 the dangers antifreeze has on your pets.

Because of the sweet taste of the active ingredient (ethylene glycol), dogs, cats and most other animals are attracted to it and only a small amount licked can be lethal. Do be very careful with its storage and disposal – signs of poisoning resemble alcohol intoxication before the animal goes into acute kidney failure – the prognosis is never good sadly so prevention is definitely cure!
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….Notes from the small ruminant corner….
As the grass gets wetter, the hoof  horn of sheep,  goats and deer  becomes softer allowing soil bacteria to invade the interdigital skin and hoof horn itself.  Regardless of whether it’s the benign or virulent form, lameness (often severe) is the first sign of footrot. The three mainstays of treatment and prevention include regular foot trimming (removing under run horn), foot soaking in 10% copper sulphate baths (1 hr sessions, repeated every 5-10 days, for 3 treatments) and moving the animals onto a dry surface.  In more advanced cases antibiotics are needed – if in doubt give us a call we are always happy to chat.
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PROMO: Buy any pack of dog or cat Frontline and get an extra application free (while stocks last). Keep treating animals during the cooler months to prevent buildup of eggs and flea explosions in the springtime. Warmer houses also favour flea survival!
Over the past while – much has changed in the world of horse worming protocols.
Gone are the days of worming your horse every 8 weeks just because.  Today’s realities imply a very different protocol:
· A parasite free horse farm is neither desirable nor realistic

· Horses acquire a certain amount of immunity through low level controlled exposure

· Drench resistance (from overuse) is developing, we have a limited toolbox in the fight for resistance so we must work with what we have

Our goals in treatment are:

· Reducing numbers of infective larvae on pasture, by reducing number of infective eggs passed by the horse
· Reducing number of drenches required to achieve this reduction to delay resistance

SO … introducing the modified treatment protocol ….

· Faecal egg count every horse prior to treatment (very cost effective) and only drench when  egg count >200 eggs per gram
· Different drenches are suitable for different times of the year E.g. right now in autumn/winter get rid of encysted larvae with Ultramox, then use Triumph or Equitak at other times
· Cross graze with other species
· Regular pooper scooping! More edible grazing area & reduced larval contamination
Using this modified protocol only 7/120 horses at stud needed drenching. In the USA this protocol has led to 78% reduction in drench used. This makes monitoring with FECs cost effective and sustainable. 
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Then, after practicing ten years, I began
to roalize just how intelligent dogs arer




Clinic news – we have built our brand spanking new outdoor horse yards so together with our horse stock room and anaesthetic knock down/recovery box we are more than ready for whatever challenges you may have for us!  
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Bloat in cattle:


With the sudden flourish of lush grass growth be on the lookout for bloat – we have seen some very serious cases of it just recently. Feeding out hay can help, as can adding bloat oil into  water troughs.








