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Quarterly Update – Summer 2011
Clinic News

The practice has undergone a change of ownership – the new directors are Graeme Ashby, Mark Young and Dave van Zwanenberg. We have also lost Rachel, our ever-smiling and helpful equine nurse who has returned to Palmerston North to study to become a vet technician. Finally we introduce to you Chrissy Strong, our new receptionist.
Is your pet drinking too much?

With this horrible sticky heat it’s no surprise that our pets are drinking loads of water, but how much is too much, and is it just when it’s hot?

Increased thirst can be an important clue in small animal medicine that something else might be going on.   If your pets have multiple water sources, clues may include dogs which have consistently dilute urine and cats which drink from the shower, kitchen sink or other strange places. If you think your pet is drinking too much, give us a ring and have a chat to one of our vets.
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· Specials – get 30% off selected Iams & Eukanuba petfood (whilst stocks last).

Does your horse suffer from inflammatory airway disease?
IAD is a common cause of exercise intolerance and poor performance in horses. It involves inflammation of the lower airways as a result of hypersensitivity to environmental pollens and allergens, and so is often seasonal in nature. Clinical signs can be managed with the use of corticosteroids, bronchodilators and by environmental modification.  Talk to one of our equine vets if you think your horse may suffer from IAD. 
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	Calling all puppies!

Puppyhood is a crucial time to instil good habits and socialise pups. We recommend all new pups (up to 14 weeks old) join our classes so long as they’ve had their first vaccination. Loads of fun for the whole family - ask our nurses for more info.


A reminder about facial eczema 
It’s peak F.E season from now until about May. The best treatment is prevention in the form of rumenal zinc bullets (the Time Capsule), which we are more than happy to show you how to administer. Bullets cost less than $3.50 per animal and last for 6 weeks. Alternately, if you know how to administer them we also hire out the equipment. F.E. really is a dreadful disease which we see often – don’t be caught out.

Introducing…. Comfortis!

This is a flea treatment in the form of a tablet – great for dogs which suffer from flea allergy dermatitis. Ask one of our vets or nurses for more info. 






